
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Herrick Curriculum 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

To give each and everyone a chance 



 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

In Early Years, we follow Development matters, 

on-statutory curriculum guidance which is revised 

July 2021. 

At the heart of our teaching is the development of 

the curiosity and our practical tasks and 

questioning focus heavily on this. 

Children participate in free flow play: a range              of 

activities are set up for children to develop skills in 

various areas and learn through play. They explore 

a variety of topics and cross curricular links are 

made. When and where possible, a ‘real life’ 

experience is offered through carefully selected 

resources. 

 
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all areas of learning. 
We ensure that children have good quality of the conversation The number and 
quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a 
language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested 
in or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners 
will build children’s language effectively. 
 

 

How we teach Maths in EYFS 

We use the White Rose Maths Scheme and Development 

Matters to inform planning and assessment. Structured Maths 

sessions are delivered daily and children have the 

opportunity to practise and apply skills taught through play 

on a daily basis. 

 

 

How we teach Literacy in EYFS 

We teach writing through phonics and 

deliver guided writing sessions. 

Our school has chosen Little Wandle Letters 

and Sounds revise as our systematic, 

synthetic phonics programme to teach early 

reading and spelling.   

 

 

 

 



Phase 1  
Phase 1 phonics is the first stage of the phonics teaching programme. At this stage, 
the focus is primarily on developing speaking and listening skills. Speaking and 
listening are an important set of literacy skills that will create the foundation to a lot of 
your children's further learning. Listening requires the fundamental skill of focusing 
attention on the speaker to be able to hear and understand what the speaker is 
saying. Speaking skills require students to take turns, speak confidently, stay on 
topic, and speak with clarity. 

Phase 1 phonics also lays the foundation for further phase 2 stages.  

There are 7 aspects imbedded in nursery curriculum and children explore these 
aspects of phonics in continues provision with adult support. 

 

Environmental Sounds Instrumental Sounds 
 

Body Percussion Voice sounds 



Rhythm and Rhyme Alliteration 
 

Oral blending and Segmenting 
 

 

Little Wandle Revised Letters and Sounds 
 
At Reception we use  Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised, which is a 
systematic and synthetic phonics programme. We start teaching phonics in 
Nursery/Reception and follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised 
progression, which ensures children build on their growing knowledge of the 
alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they move through school. 
As a result, all our children are able to tackle any unfamiliar words as they read. At 
Herrick Primary School, we also model the application of the alphabetic code 
through phonics in shared reading and writing, both inside and outside of the phonics 
lesson and across the curriculum. We have a strong focus on language development 
for our children because we know that speaking and listening are crucial skills for 
reading and writing in all subjects. 
Reading practise session are:  
• Timetabled three times a week 
• Taught by a trained teacher or teaching assistant 
• Taught in a small group 

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/11/LS-PowerPoint-for-parents-presentation-notes.pdf 
 
 
 

https://wandlelearningtrust.sharepoint.com/sites/WTSA2/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=dA5Kg8&cid=c07c4b6e%2D7eff%2D4834%2Db0a2%2De34e77f1195a&FolderCTID=0x0120002B68E4606EDEEB42917E483D1520364F&id=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files%2FProgramme%20Overview%5FReception%20and%20Year%201%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files
https://wandlelearningtrust.sharepoint.com/sites/WTSA2/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?csf=1&web=1&e=dA5Kg8&cid=c07c4b6e%2D7eff%2D4834%2Db0a2%2De34e77f1195a&FolderCTID=0x0120002B68E4606EDEEB42917E483D1520364F&id=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files%2FProgramme%20Overview%5FReception%20and%20Year%201%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FWTSA2%2FShared%20Documents%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%2FLetters%20and%20Sounds%20Revised%2FSigned%20off%20files
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/LS-PowerPoint-for-parents-presentation-notes.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/LS-PowerPoint-for-parents-presentation-notes.pdf


Talk For Writing 

Talk for Writing is an engaging teaching framework developed by Pie Corbett, 
supported by Julia Strong. It is powerful because it is based on the principles of how 
children learn. The Talk for Writing approach enables children to read and write 
independently for a variety of audiences and purposes within different subjects. A 
key feature is that children internalise the language structures needed to write 
through ‘talking the text’, as well as close reading. The approach moves from 
dependence towards independence, with the teacher using shared and guided 
teaching to develop the ability in children to write creatively and powerfully. 

These are the some books that we use for Talk For Writing sessions.  

Fiction 

              



             
 

 

                           
 

     



 
 
 

  Non-Fiction 

 

       
 

         
 

          

        
 

             



Topics 

Although we have an overview for Early Years Foundation Stage, this can be 
changed  

According to children’s interest and important changes and events at present time.  

Overview 

Autumn 1.1 

 

-Children’s Fairy Tales 

  Materials  

-Festivals- Harvest / Diwali 

-Health Life Style 

 Tooth brushing and hand washing  

-Animals 

 

Autumn 1. 2 

 

-Seasons- autumn 

  Primary colors- exploring Mandrian’s paintings 

-People who help us 

-Nativity 

Transport from past to present 

Spring 2.1 -Space 

  Neil Armstrong- astronaut  

-Dinosaurs 

Marry Anning-fossil collector  

-Seasons- winter 

 

Spring 2.1 -Our planet and Recycling 

-Ourselves- growing  

  Toys from past and present 

Summer 3.1 -Minibeast  

Life cycle of a butterfly 

Life cycle of a duck/chicken (Incubator at school) 

-Seasons- summer 

Holidays past and present 



 

Summer3.2 -Sports and Games 

  Olympics games 

  Sports Day activities 

-Our dreams- Transition 

 

Autumn 1.1 

Goldilocks and the three bears. 

Comparing Size – Biggest, big, small 
 

 
Curriculum focus –  

Mathematics 

Cross curriculum links ‐  

Literacy 

Communication and Language 

 
 
 
 

 
The three little pigs. 

Properties of Materials‐

Rough, waterproof 

strong, soft etc 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the 



World. 

Cross curriculum links ‐  
Mathematics 
Communication and Language. 

 

– Animals 

Animal qualities sorting activities. 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the world 

Cross curriculum links ‐  

Expressive Arts and 
Design 
 Mathematics 
Communication and Language 

 
 
Animal prints 

Curriculum focus – 

Expressive Arts and Design 

Cross curriculum links ‐  

Understanding the 
world  
Physical 
development 
Mathematics 
Communication and Language. 

 
 
How tall is the animal? i.e. a giraffe. 

Curriculum focus – 

Mathematics 

 Cross curriculum 

links - 

Communication and 
Language. 
Understanding the 
world. 



Baby owl painting. 

Curriculum focus – 

Expressive Arts and Design  

Cross curriculum 

links ‐ 

Mathematics 
Literacy 
Physical development 
Communication and 
Language. 

 
 
Baby animal matching game. 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the world 

Cross curriculum links ‐  

Mathematics 
Personal, Emotional, Social 
development  
Physical development 
Communication and Language 

 
 

 
 

 



Keeping Fit 

Healthy/unhealthy food sorting activity. 

Curriculum focus – 

Physical development- Health and 

Self-care 

Cross curriculum links ‐  

Mathematics 
Communication and Language 

 

 
Tooth brushing activity 

Curriculum focus – 

Physical development- Health and 

Self-care 

Cross curriculum links ‐  

Communication and 
Language Mathematics 

 
 

 
Favourite fruit 

survey 

Curriculum focus –  

Mathematics 

Cross curriculum links ‐  

Physical development- Health and 

Self-care 

Literacy 

Communication and Language 

 

 



 

 

Autumn 1.2  

 

Seasons- Autumn  

 

Curriculum focus – 

 Understanding of 

the World 

Cross curriculum links ‐ . 

Physical 
development 
Literacy 
Communication and Language 
Expressive  Art and 

Design  

Artist -Mondrian 

focus on primary 

colors

 

 
 
 

Nativity  

Curriculum focus – 

Expressive Arts and Design 



Understanding the World  

Cross curriculum links ‐

Communication and 

Language

      

Transport past and present 

   Curriculum focus –  

Understanding the World  

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and 
Language. 

 
 
 

Spring 2.1 

 Space 

 



    

   Curriculum focus –  

Understanding the World 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and 

Language 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

 Famous person-Neil 

Armstrong- astronaut  

 

 

Dinosaurs 
 
 
Dinosaur matching numeral 

and quantity 

Curriculum focus – 

Mathematics 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and 
Language 
 Expressive Arts and 



Design. 
 

 
 
 

Dinosaur sorting 

activity. 

  

Curriculum focus –  

Communication and 

Language  

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Understanding the 
World 
Mathematics 

 
 
 
 

 
Pasta bones, dinosaur Skeletons. 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the World 

 Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Mathematics 
Communication and 
Language 
Expressive arts and 
design 

 
 



 
 

Famous person- Marry Anning-fossil collector  

 Winter 

Snowy scene small world town 

Curriculum focus – 

Expressive Arts and DesignCross 

curriculum links ‐  

Understanding the 
World 
 Mathematics 
Communication and 
Language 
 Physical development 

 

 
Gross motor skills actions game. 

Curriculum focus – 

Physical 

development. 

Cross curriculum 

links ‐ . 

Expressive Arts and 

Design. 

Communication and 
Language. 
Understanding the 
World. 

 
 
 



Sponge/potato masher snowman. 

Curriculum focus – 

Expressive arts and design, being 

imaginative. Cross curriculum links ‐ 

. 

Physical 
development. 
Mathematics 
Communication and Language. 
 
 

- People who help us 

Firefighter small 

world.  

Curriculum focus – 

Expressive arts and design 

 Cross curriculum links ‐  

Physical development 
Communication and 
Language 

 
 
 

Doctors role play. 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the world 

Cross curriculum links ‐  

Physical 
development 
Literacy 
Expressive Arts and Design 
Communication and 
Language 



Painting people who help us  

Curriculum focus – 

Expressive Arts and Design  

Cross curriculum links ‐ . 

Understanding the 
World 

  
Physical 
development  
Communication and 
Language 



 





Spring term 2.2 

Our World 
 

Recycling/houses/materials 

Building different houses. 

Curriculum focus – 

Expressive arts and design, being 

imaginative. Cross curriculum links ‐ 

. 

Understanding the 
World  
 Mathematics 
Communication and 
Language. Physical 
development. 

 
 
 

Recycling sorting 

centre. Curriculum 

focus – Understanding 

the world. 

Cross curriculum links ‐ . 

Mathematics 
Communication and Language. 

 
 
 

Recycled materials paint brushes. 
 

Curriculum focus – 
Expressive arts and design, exploring and using media and materials. 
Cross curriculum links ‐ . 
Understanding the world. Physical development Communication and Language. 



 

Spring 2:2  

Ourselves-Growing 

Stages of human growing  

 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the world 

Cross curriculum links- 

 Physical development 

Communication and Language 

 

 

 

 

 

Lifecycle of plants 

Add the beads to match the numbers/sums on 

the flowers head. 

Curriculum focus – 

Mathematics, 

number Cross 

curriculum links ‐  

Physical development 
Communication and 
Language. 

 
 
 

Tree pictures with labels. 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the world 



Cross curriculum links- 

Expressive Arts and 
Design  
Physical development 
Communication and 
Language. 

 
 
 

How does a plant drink water experiment? 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the World 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Physical development 
Communication and 
Language. 
 

 
 
Planting beans 
 

    

 Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the World 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Literacy 

Physical development 
Communication and 
Language. 
 
 



Small World-Jack and 
the Beanstalk 
 
Comparing Height‐ 
tallest,   Taller tall, short 

 

Curriculum focus – 

Mathematics, 

number Cross 

curriculum links ‐  

Literacy 

Physical development 
Communication and 
Language. 
 





 

Summer  3 1 
 

Minibeast  

Life cycle of a butterfly 

  

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the World 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Literacy 

Communication and 
Language. 

 

 

Life cycle of a duck/chicken (Incubator at school) 

 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the World 



Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Literacy 

Communication and 
Language. 

 

-Seasons- summer 

 

 

 

Curriculum focus – 

Physical development  

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Understanding the World 

Literacy 

Communication and 
Language. 

 

Holidays past and present 
 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the World 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Literacy 

Expressive Art and Design 

Communication and 
Language. 

 

 



 

Holiday clothes sorting activity 
 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the World 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Literacy 

Expressive Art and Design 

Communication and 
Language. 

 
Painting best holiday destinations of their choice  

Curriculum focus – 

Expressive Art and Design 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Understanding the World 

Literacy 

Communication and 
Language. 

 

Famous landmarks 

 

Curriculum focus – 

Understanding the World 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Literacy 

Expressive Art and Design 

Communication and 
Language. 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Summer 3.2 

Sports Games 

Small and big apparatus



Balancing Circuit. 

Curriculum focus – 

Physical development,  

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and Language 
Personal, Emotional, social development 

 
 
 

Jumping skills. 

Curriculum focus – 

Physical development,  

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and Language 
Personal, Emotional, social development 

 

Olympic games 

  Curriculum focus – 

Physical development,  

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and language 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

 

 

 

 



GYM role play  

Curriculum focus – 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Physical development,  

Communication and Language 
Personal, Emotional, social development 

 

 Transition-Our dreams 

When I grow up I will be…. 

Curriculum focus – 

Personal, emotional social 

development  

Cross curriculum links ‐ . 

Literacy 
Communication and Language 

Understanding of the World 

 
 

 
Wish tree. 

Curriculum focus – 

Personal, emotional social 

development  

Cross curriculum links ‐ . 

Literacy 
Communication and Language 

Understanding of the World



 
Physical Education 

Units   

Spatial 

awareness  

Stuck in the mud. 

Curriculum focus – 

Physical development 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and Language 

Personal, Emotional, social development 

Bean game. 

Curriculum focus – 

Physical development 

. Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and Language 
Personal, Emotional, social development 

 
 
 
 

Dance  
Curriculum focus –  

Physical development 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and Language 

Personal, Emotional, social 
development 

Expressive Arts and Design



Ball Skills 
 

Curriculum focus –  

Physical development 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and Language 

Personal, Emotional, social development 
 

 

Small and Big apparatus/Gymnastic 
 
Curriculum focus –  

Physical development 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and Language 

Personal, Emotional, social development 

 

 Competitive sports/Sports Day  
Curriculum focus –  

Physical development 

Cross curriculum links ‐ 

Communication and Language 

Personal, Emotional, social development 

 

 


